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PACES OF GLOBALISATION AND THE URBAN ECHO IN
CHINA'S LOWER YANGZI DELTA

Andrew M. MARTON
(Dean of Undergraduate Studies, University of Nottingham ,Ningbo, Zhejiang 315100, China)

Abstract: A detailed case study of Kunshan in southemn Jiangsu is utilised to highlight the creation of new spaces of globalisation in
China's lower Yangzi Delta region. The notion of an urban "echo" is introduced to move towards re-conceptualising the resulting shift
in the patterns and processes of urban transition in China's extended metropolitan regions. The term emerges from local strategies
adopted in areas away froin large urban centres to create a positive or "constructive echo"” of developments in mega-cities like
Shanghai and especially the Pudong New Area. The paper seeks to extend this notion to illustrate how specific locally driven
development strategies and policies, including economic repositioning and political/administrative restructuring, explicitly seek to
globalise areas like Kunshan by leap-frogging places like Shanghai and Pudong to directly mobilise international investment,
production linkages and commodity chains. Parallel developments in nearby cities such as Shanghai are taken as opportunities to
revise and redirect domestic and foreign investment strategies to complement and extend economic linkages beyond those large urban
centres. The findings emphasise that local forces continue to play a critically important role in determining the contours of urban and
regional development, both as response to, and to further stimulate, accelerated global interactions and interrelationships in the lower
Yangzi Delta.

Key words: urbanisation ; admimistrative restructuring ; lower Yangzi Delta ;urban echo
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